
Pastor’s page: The Baptism of the Lord and our Baptism 

“John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is 
coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
(Luke 3: 15-22) 

      For many centuries, water was used ritually by the Jewish people, to purify and cleanse. The 
baptism by John however, is very different from these religious actions. The call of John to the 
bank of the river Jordan is a call to conversion that gives the whole life of the one being washed 
a new direction forever. Immersion into the waters symbolizes death to the immorality of the 
past and the unfolding of a new life. The baptism by John contains the seed of Christian baptism 
-which is an immersion into the life-giving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For Christians, 
baptism is a rebirth in the power of the Holy Spirit, where we are clothed with the divine glory of 
God; and commissioned to carry on the saving work of Christ until he returns. 

       John is quite clear that there is One on the scene who is far greater than he is. God’s saving 
action has come among human beings in a profoundly new way. The Baptist knows that his own 
role as a prophet is to prepare a path for this mysterious holy one. His mission as the last of the 
prophets is directed toward the Messiah: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” The 
Baptist knew that wonderful, awesome things were about to unfold. 

            Why did Jesus begin his public ministry with a baptism of repentance by John? Here is 
Pope Benedict XVI’s explanation: 

“… Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon his shoulders; he bore it down into the 
depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the place of sinners. His 
inaugural gesture is an anticipation of the Cross… The Baptism is an acceptance of death for the 
sins of humanity, and the voice that calls out “This is my beloved Son” over the baptismal waters 
is an anticipatory reference to the resurrection. This also explains why, in his own discourses, 
Jesus uses the word baptism to refer to his death.” (Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth) 

      In the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) the baptism of John is clearly a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. However, in the Gospel of John (the Fourth Gospel 
written at the end of the first century and clearly emphasizing the divinity of Jesus Christ) the 
baptism is simply a tool to reveal the identity of Jesus and is not associated with forgiveness of 
sins. The main role that John has is not to baptize. Rather he comes to bear witness to Jesus as 
the Light, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the Chosen One, the 
Bridegroom and the ‘preexistent Word’  coming into the world. 



      In our baptism, each of us has been incorporated into the Body of Christ. We are members of 
his Body, the Church. The Vatican Council makes clear that we are fundamentally equal through 
our common baptism, with different roles and responsibilities in the proclamation of the gospel. 
“Everything which has been said so far concerning the People of God (chapter 2 of the 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church) applies equally to the laity, religious and clergy… The lay 
apostolate… is a participation in the saving mission of the Church itself. Through their baptism 
and confirmation, all are commissioned to that apostolate by the Lord himself.” 

      The spirituality of stewardship in our parish, refers to everything we do and say after we give 
our lives over to Jesus Christ. Thank you for your fine stewardship in our faith community. 
Together as a family of disciples we collaborate, using our gifts and talents, our roles and 
responsibilities for the glory and honor of God until the Lord returns. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 


